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Isaiah 62:1-2

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s 
sake I will not be quiet, until her righteousness goes forth 
as brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch. The 
nations shall see your righteousness, and all the kings 
your glory, and you shall be called by a new name that 
the mouth of the Lord will give.

Registration

We strongly advise you to register as soon
as possible at www.icej.ch
Entry fee: CHF 75. - / € 75.00
Early bird price for registrations before 
July 15th 2022: CHF 65. - / € 65.00
Registration deadline: 10 August 2022

Venue

Stadtcasino Basel, Konzertgasse 1, CH-4051 Basel / Switzerland
• The Stadtcasino is located at Barfüsserplatz, about 10 minutes‘ walk from Basel‘s main rail
 way station.
• The tram stop at Barfüsserplatz is served by lines 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 15, 16 and 17.
• If you are coming by car, we recommend that you use the car park of the Kunstmuseum Basel.

Important remark

• Our feast is part of a series of international events. For this reason, each participant must
 register and pay individually in advance.
• Access is only possible on presentation of an identity card or passport and without any
 luggage (suitcase, backpack, bags, flags etc.)
• English translation will only be available using the LiveVoice app on your own smartphone 

and with your own headphones! Please download LiveVoice in advance either in GooglePlay 
or AppleStore and make sure to have your device charged and your headphones with you. 
This application requires an internet connection either via mobile network or wifi. A wifi 
connection will be available for this purpose at the Stadtcasino.



Dear friends,

It is our pleasure and honour to invite you to this commemorative event at the Stadtcasino in 
Basel. This is a special place for Jews, Zionists, Christians and all friends of Israel.

Theodore Herzl wrote at the end of the 1st Zionist Congress in Basel on 3 September 1897 in
his diary: „It was in Basel that I founded the Jewish state“. And he was right. Fifty years later,
the State of Israel was proclaimed. For the ICEJ, this event is very important, as it represents
the fulfilment of God‘s promises to his people Israel. 

Already at the time of the 1st Zionist Congress, Christian Zionism had been an integral part
of many evangelical denominations in Europe for many decades: Some Reformers, as well as
German Pietism, English Puritanism or the Moravian Brethren, were convinced that God 
would one day bring His covenant people back to the promised land. This is why Pastor William 
Hechler, who understood better than anyone else the prophetic significance of Herzl‘s work, 
was one of his guests of honour. 

Strengthening the bridge between the Jewish and Christian communities is one of our
major concerns. We celebrate this event out of our commitment to Herzl‘s cause and support
his vision. In doing so, we strengthen the friendship and dialogue between the Jewish and
Christian communities.

We look forward to welcoming you on behalf of the Swiss Branch and the worldwide ICEJ
movement to this important event.

René J. Emmenegger and Dr. Jürgen Bühler

Door opening from 11:30
Please arrive in time (Passport / ID control)
Preliminary programme in the foyer

13:00 - 13:30
Door opening music hall

13:30 - 14:15
Musical opening with greetings

14:15 - 15:00
Music and presentations on:
• Historical situation in the 19th century,
 Herzl‘s vision, comparison with other
 national movements
• Role of Christians in the organisation of the
 first Zionist Congress
• International legal recognition and
 Legitimation of the Jewish State

15:30 – 17:00
Music, presentation and panel discussion: 
• Significance of the Zionist Congress
 for today and the future
• Anti-Semitism

17:00 - approx. 18:00 
Musical Finale,
Closing blessing

Feast Time Line

Dr. Theodor Herzl

The music hall, the heart of the Stadtcasino Basel

Stadtcasino at the time of
the 1st Zionist Congress

A warm welcome to Basel

René J. Emmenegger
President ICEJ Switzerland

Dr. Jürgen Bühler
ICEJ President


